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Rom. XII. 17. 


Provide things boneſt in the fight 
of all Men. 


HE Apoſtle in the foregoing Chap- 
| ters of this Epiſtle, had inſiſted at 


large upon ſeveral Points of Faith ; 
more particularly upon the great Doctrine of 
Tuſtification ; ſhewing, that no Man could be 
juſtified before God, and ſaved by his own 
Righteouſneſs ; but that the only way to Sal- 
vation, both for Jews and Gentiles, was by 
Faith in Jeſus Chriſt. In this Chapter, as is 
uſual with him in all his Epiſtles, he con- 
cludes with ſeveral Precepts and Exhortations 
to Practice, and Holinels of Converſation to- 
wards all Men, even our bittereſt and moſt 
malicious Enemies; Bleſs them which perſecute 
you ; bleſs and curſe not: recompence to no man 
evil far evil. Provide things honeſt in the fight 
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6653 
of all men. Precepts powerſul and perſuaſive 
for the maintaining of Peace, and influencing 
the moſt unreaſonable Men. For what can 
be more prevalent, even with our profeſſed 
Enemies, than to return the beft we can do 
for them, in requital of the very worſt they 
can do againſt us; to bleſs them that curſe 
us? What ſo effectual to beget in others a 
good Opinion of us and our Religion, as to 
take care that our outward behaviour be ſuch 
as may be approved of all? Or, in the Words 
of our Apoſtle, ro provide things honeſt in the 
Fehr of all mn? 

For the better improvement of rhe Text, 
it is neceſſary ro enquire, | 


1 What St. Paul here means by providing 
© things boneſt m the ſight of all men. Then, 
"e100 Mt 731 | vt 7 1 174 111 

II. To ſhew that it is incumbent. on every 
Cgriſtian to be careful in the diſcharge of 
chis Duty, And, 


WM. To conclude with a brief Application: 
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I. The 


(7) 

L. The things which St. Paul adviſeth 
Chriſtians to provide or forecaſt, are in (hoxe, 
ſuch things as are good and fit in themſel ves, 
and which are known to be ſo by the very 
light of Nature, antecedently to all Reaſon 
and Diſcourſe about them. For as there are 
things ſo vile and diſhonourable, that no Man 
hath Authoricy enough to defend or counte- 
nance them; ſo there are others ſo confeſſed» 
ly honeſt and praiſe-worthy, that the worſt 
of Men have not the face to open their 
Mouths againſt them. 


As for inſtance, that God is to be reve- 


renced and worſhipped by all his Creatures 
that are capable of it; that we ought to deal 


juſtly and equally with one another; be 


grateful ro thoſe who have conferred benefits 
upon us; to ſpeak the truth, and be faichful 
to our Promiſe, The Word Honeſt in the 
Tranſlation doth not reach the Emphaſis of 
the Original. The Greek Word, Ka, im- 
ports, not only things that are good and in- 


nocent, but things that are lovely and amia- 


ble; and ſo fic Objects to look upon; ſuch. 
as our Apoſtle recommends, where he incul. 
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cates upon che Philippians, by a peculiar ſtrain 
of Rhetorick, Whatſoever things are venerable, 
whatſoever things are lovely, whatſoever things are 
good report, whatſoever things are commen- 
dable and praiſe-worthy. It comprehends 
all thoſe inſtances of Duty, which, though 
not expreſly preſcribed by God, do yet ſerve 
to adorn Religion, and to raiſe the Eſteem 
of the perſon that practiſeth them. 

f Thel are the things which St. Paul giveth 
us in charge to provide, and take ſpecial care 
about by forecaſt, and a ſtrict guard upon 
our ſelves,” leſt we be ſurprized and betray- 
ed into the contrary Practices by Raſhneſs 
and Inadvertency. This is what he him- 
ſelf did in diſpenſing the Alms collected for 
the poor Saints in Jeruſalem and Judea; leſt 
evil· minded Men ſhould ſuſpect him of Diſ- 
honeſty in the diſtribution of that Charity, 
he takes care, by joyning ſome other per- 
fons wich himſelf, to cut off all occaſion 
of ſuſpicion, that he kept any part of that 
large Contribution to himſelf; Avoiding this, 
ſaith he, that no man ſhould: blame us in this a- 
bundance, which: is adminiſtred by us; providing 
231363 | | for 
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ts.) 
for bene? things, not only in the ſight of the Lord, 
but alſo in the ſight of Men; 2 Cor, 8. 20, 21. 
He did not think it enough to approve him- 
ſelf, and juſtific his Conduct to God; unleſs 
he . blameleſs alſo beſore Men; and 
not before ſome few particular Perſons, to 
whom he bore a more than common relpect, 
or was afraid to diſpleaſe and offend; but 
before all .Men, of whatever Rank or Cd, 
on, as having an eye and regard to the influ- 


ence it might haye upon all 1100 Thus, in 


his Epiſtle to the Theſſalonians, he appeals to 


the obſervation of all the Brethren, for the 


Exemplarineſs of his Converſation amongſt | 


them; Je are Mitneſſes, and God alſo, how 


boli, and juſtly, and unblamegbly, we behaved ; 


our ſelves among you that believe, l Thel 2.10. 

Io the ſame putpoſe, throughout all his 
Epiltles, his precepts to ſeyeral Virtues run 
in general terms, with reſpect to their Objects; 
Let your Moder ation be known unto all men, 
1 Theſſ. 5. 14. Follow Peace with all. men, 
Hebr. 12. 14. Abound i in Loxe ane towards 4- 
not hey, e towards. all 91, I Theſl, 3.5 1 2, 
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And, 4; we hav? hun ler ar do 400 ante 
all men, Gal. 6. 10. 

There are indeed ſome Duties in Religion, 
which in their own Nature requite Privacy, 
and are beſt tranſacted between God and oür 
own Souls, and therefore our Lord direQs us 
ro perform them in ſectet, where God'is the 
Witneſs, and will be tlie Rewarder of our 
Sincerity: Tale heed, faith he, that ye do not 
Jour Alms before men, Matthi. 6. 1. And, 
Thot then thou rcheſt enter into thy Clofet, v. 6. 
When thou faſteſt; anoint thy head, and waſh thy 
face, left left thou appear untd men th aft V. 1 

In Toſs and the like Duties, our buſineſs 

ing chicfl with God, we are not to. con- 
cern our ſelves how Men are pleaſed with our 
Performances; it is enough that God doth 
approve, and will accept then. But there 
are many other things 1 in Religion, which ne. 
eellarihy require an open and viſible Practice, 
and which are to be done before Men, an 
in the eye of the World. Not that we are to 
do any thing out of Vanity, ot meerly with 
a deſign to Prochre the good * Opinitoh and 
Hake of Men, or to eſcape their Cenſure; 


dur 


(11) 


but becaule there are ſeveral Duties of Chi 
ſtianity, which both in their own Nature, 
and in obedience to God's Command, are to 
be done publickly, we are to take care, as the 
Apoſtle directeth, that they be fo done, a8 
may be moſt n Honout of God, and 
the Edification of the Bcholders. Wich 
leads me to the 
II. Thing propoſed, That it is the Duty of 
every Chriſtian to be careful to m re 
boneſt in the ſight of all men. 
1. In regard to Almighty God, whole 


Honour and Glory is promoted by the 


Goodneſs and Corndlinel of our Actions. 
This the Apoſtle faith, ſhould be che end of 
all we do; Whether ye eat or drink, or what ſo- 
ever ye bo do all co the glory 
Glory of God is nothing elle but the Manife- 
ſtation of him, and his Perfections in the 
World. Thus our Saviour is ſaid to haue 
glorified God by his Doctrine and Miracles, 
and perfect Obedience to the Will of God; 


I haue manifeſted thy Name unto the men, which 


W me out of the World, John 17. 4, 6. 
| B 2 11 And 


of God, Now the 


Father, I have glorified thee upon Earth —— 
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And he tells us, that we may like wiſe gloriſie 
God by the fruits of Holineſs in our Lives, 
thereby raiſing the Credit of Religion; Here- 
in is my Father glorified, that ye bring forth much 
fruit. Wheretore St. Paul prays that the Phi- 
lippians may be filled with the fruits of righteouſ- 
neſs, which are by Jeſas Chriſt, unto the Praiſe 
and Glory of God. And St. Peter exhorts all 
Chriſtians, to have their Converſation honeſt a- 
mong the Gentiles, that they may by their good 
works, which they ſhall behold, glorifie God in the 
day of Viſitation, 1 Pet. 2. 12 

It is upon this account, that Obedience to 
the Laws of Chriſt is ſo often preſſed upon 
us; that we have ſo many Calls and Exhor- 
rations to walk worthy of the Vocation wherewith 
we: are called; that we are commanded to 4. 
dorn the dottrine of God our Saviour in all things, 
and forbidden to give occaſion for the Name 
of God to be blaſphemed, or cauſe the way 


truth to be evil ſpoken of. Chriſt calls his 
Diſciples the light of the World, becauſe they 
were to enlighten and direct others in the 
way of Righteouſneſs; and the inference he 
draws from it is this, Let your Iigbt ſo ſhine 
BA 8 before 
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before men, that they may fee Jour good! works, 
and glorifie your Father which is in Heaven. 
By good works here muſt be meant what 
che Apoſtle calls things honeſt, things that by 
the Light of Nature, and the Law of Nati. 

ons, are "honourable and lovely in the fight 
4 Men, and might give occaſion even to 
Fleathens to think well of Chriſtianity, and to 
praiſe God for che Grace they beheld Ilſining 
in its Profeſſors. Our Lord would have his 
Followers to take all proper Opportunites of 


doing ſuch Worles before Men, that others may, 


from what they obſerve in them, be indu- 
ced to glorifie God, and to own the Ex- 
eellency of that Religion, which producetli 
ſuch fruits of Holineſs. For it is natural for 
Men to make an Eſtimate of any Religion 
from the Fruits it brings forth, or the Lives 
of thoſe that profeſs it. When the Jews ob. 


ſerved the Baptiſt, who came Preaching a 
New Doctrine, to be a Man of an auſtere 
Life, and ſtrict Vertue; they began to have 
a good Opinion of what he taught, and flock. 
ing co him in great Multitudes from Jeruſalem 
and Judæa, were Baptized of him; conteifing 

their 
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ſince che Holy Jeſus, hath; ſet us Chriſtians up 
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che kg of. Cha, [as che pure and 
unlpatced Lives of che Chriſtian. —— 
I;/ was this that firſt brought | Men to en- 
Wire into the Nature, and aſteruards to ad 
Wire che Excallensy of chat Religion Which 
N to them; this firſt apency their 
Eyes, and forced their ro gens to gloſe 
ch. 2 Doctrine, that had all the Chatter 
al ag and Holinek ſtampt upon it. Nor 
indeed as it poſſible for Men ( a 
pious Converſation of theſe Primitive Saints, 
while they were in the World, and their Cou- 
nage and Conſtancy when ory. were going 
our Hl ic; to bo obſer ve their Zcal in maintain. 
ing, and their Patience in ſuffering for their 
Religinn; 4 and not highly value = Doctrine, 
and glorifie „ee of it. And ines de 


cage of. his Religion, Ae End we are 
to, propoſe to, our {elves in all ous Actions; 


rm direct the * the World in the 


5112 72 way 


en 


way wherelti they 4 wall; we ted, 
Hke Stars that Abe all their Lültte from the 
Sun 6f Righteonſtiels, endeavour to (Rite forth 
in good Works, and by a bright and immacu- 
15 Cohverfatioit encourage others to do the 


that ſo we may all jo ol in advancing 
e of him, from hon We receive all 


* * 7 
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our thts © 
* 3 An innocent and decent external BiB 


vice is neceffary, O y in re ard 4 to God 
for the” Ane 525 55 5 7 he 1 


Nehren | Ak We arc ex Es y contanded 
to ſhun every  occalion, « © 1 ſtünbling⸗ 


block in the” way. of our Brother ; that is, of do- 
ing any, thing! whereby he may be Ehioiita- 
19 805 commit. Sin, or be confirms d.in It. 

oe 1hto them 0 aich Our Saviom) by whom the 
offence ebineth-; and. whoſoever ſhall offend one of 
theſe, little o es , which believe in me ; ef wert bet- 
5 5 rs multi "were, ] banged al about "bis 
th it ech d in the depth of the 


S4. \ Conſideration which ought to prevail 
with: 
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with us to abridge our ſelves of our Chriſtian 

Liberty, in things not unlawful ! in themſelyes, 

and ſuffer ſome inconyenience by. not e 
88 


them, rather than by doing t them to cau 


Brechren to offend; which was St Pauls a. ad- 
vice e things offered to Idols; The 


us not to God), for neither if. me 


S337  @Y 


eat, are we the better; neither if we eat not, are 


we the worſe; yet, ſaich he, take beed le/t by any 


means this liberty of yours become 4 + ſtumbling block 


10 "them that ure weak, The Apoſtle did not 


think i it abſolutely unlawful't to eat ſuch thing 


as were offered in- Sacrifice to Idols, but only 

in caſe of Scandal and Offence, when the inte- 
reſt of Religion, and che edification of Chr oh 
ans, "might re receiye, | prejudice thereby. 
Is evident from what he ſaith ellewhere, 1 12 


10. 23. Al things are lawful: fer me; But all 


. 


bing, are not ex edient all. things are lawful, for 
5 but all 1125 . F Cc Tc 
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it lawful to Eat things. offered to I 198 We 
things, he lach, chat are lawf 15 in th e ſelves, 
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ficatiori of He: bur be an dceafion of Sin ts 
them. 
And if Gocke to uſe this Canon in Wal 
v hich im their ou nature are lawful, much 
mote hen the matter and ſubſtance of che 
Action is ſinful ;- that we do nothing that is re- 
ally Aung or may reaſonably be lupps- 
ſed ed proye contagious to our Neighbour, '' 
Eſpecially ſince Charity obliges us not only 
to give no Offence, but to ſhew a good Exam. 
ple to others! To which purpoſe are all thoſe 
Seriptures w hick mertion it asaDuty,co further 
our Neighbour's good of all kinds, particularly 
that which is of the greateſt moment, his Spiri- 
tual Good. 5 follow after things albrrewith) one? 
may edifie another -"'To' conſider one another, 10 fro⸗ 
poke unto lave and good ore. And tod uſe our 
utmoſt endeavouts, if by any means we may 
provoke: thoſe of a contrary temper and ineli- 
Wet 10 an Emulation in all that is virtuous. 
And here I muſt obſerve to you, that cho'! 
every private Chriſtian, how mean ſoever, 
may by a virtuous and prudent carriage in 
that ſtation herein, 18 hat Wel him, 
50 f IE v2 male 


* 9 o 


(a8) 
make himſelf in ſome meaſure exemplary to 


others; yet the higher any man is ſeated, the 
more preyailing ioflutncee muſt he have upon 
thoſe below him. o His Preheminence in Ho. 
nour, Fortune, Wiſdom and Authority, di- 
Ripguiſhes him ſrom Men of common Attain- 
ments, and his advantagious Situation affords 
him greater Qpportuoitics of caſting -a-clearey 
and more diffuſive Light, than thoſe that are 
placed in a lower Sphere. The Actions of pri- 
vate Perſons ate commonly little known, and 
leſs regarded; hut thoſe oft great Men, like 
what is acted on a publick Theatre, are in full 
and open View, and bear likewiſe fuch a ſtamp 
of Authority, as recommend them to the re- 
gards of all that ſee and obſetve therm. 
When Governouts, » Magiſtrates, | and the 

great Men of the World ſupport and encou- 
rage Religion by an and generous Pra- 
ctice, and Obedience to the Laws of God, they 
uſually draw ſuch Numbers after them, as put 
Vice out of countenance, and bring Vertue in- 
to requeſt. And tho they cannot prevail with 
all wicked Men to follow their Example, yet 
they force them to reverence what they will not 
| att 


SD, 
act ckernſel ves, and to ade thoſe whorn they 
dare not imitate. woe” 

Nothing is more ſilt: tart for Men to 
lem Directions to chemſelves from the pra. 
ctice of thoſo to whom chey are ſubſect, And 
to copy out the Excellencies of ſuch perſons 25 
are 2 above the reſt of the World by ſotne 
guſhing" Qualities. Whence it i „that 
955 ata a publick Bleffing to the World, 

„giving a check to the progreſs of Vice, 
= propagating of Vertue and Piety amon 
| W rde of Mea; b ; by the prevalence of 
powerfel Example. The Happirels ef Man 
kind doth in a great meaſtire depend upon 
them; for like choſe | glorious Lights abbve 
cheyl bettifit ind ande pate che ihferioHlt 
World, and (carter: he cating r ſects ba 
all about them. 9 5 ach gnithorn 
81 There are er Ways of: reforming Meg, 
when deluge of Inieity and ProphMcktts 
hath over ſpfead the T4nd2 "bat iSite J0 like. 
1 re prevail as the exemf ty Lives of Laws 
givets, Magiſtrates,” and öh rs who ate ſup- 
S 4h e Taggen 1c diſcertt the 
une value and Beauty Sf Filth, and have 
Wr e | all 
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all che enjoyiments of Senſeß ande che pleaſures 
of Sin within their reach. And till this hap» 
pens, we may indeed wiſh. for a Reformation, 
but can never hope torſee.onez); for. if thoſe 
whom God hath. ſet up for Lights in the 
World, like falſe Fires, , lead Men into Dark- 
neſs, Fow/ great is that [darkneſs f Af they. who 
are placed 38, Stars in our Firmament, to che- 
riſn and enliven all thoſe who are ſeated un- 


1 . then ought 


and thercb 
A Wer 
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(2r ) 
mote and ſet forward a preſent. Reformation, 
but derive 4 laſting influence of their eminent 
Piety upon ſucceeding Ages. And this is no 
more than what God may juſtly expect from 
ſuch perſons, in return for their Power and 
Greatneſs, and thoſe other Advantages: they 
have had, of promoting not only their π]n 
Happineſs, but the common good of Man- 
kind. For there is nothing more reaſonable, 
than that the greater degrees of light Men have 


received, the more they ſhould endeavout to 


make it ſhine forth, and glorifie God with it. 
He that hath received much, ſhould be emi- 
nent for much good, that ſo he may anſwer 
the end and deſign for which it was giyen him. 

If Magiſtrates (as the Apoſtle, affirms) be, 
the Miniſters of God, put in truſt by Him, and 
acting by his Commiſſion, . For the puniſhment, 
of  evil-doers, and the praiſe of them that do well 3 
they ought, in the whole Adminiſtration of 
their High Office, to ha ve an eye to this end, 
by doing whatever concerns and becomes 
chem, as the Miniſters, of God. To ſee that the 
Laus be duly executed, according to their full 
intent, without reſpect of perſons; not to be 
755 . SYS N . , . 4 ix byaſſed 
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byaſſed by Ftar or Favour,” nor drawn 4. 
ſide from the conſideb ation of the Publick 
Good by Ptivate Intereſt. To maintain 
Pence and good Order in the State; by 
ſuppreſſing and preventing Tumults and Re. 
bellious Practices againſt the Government. 

This is a principal part of the Magiſtrate's 
Oare, ava Guardian of the Publick Peace and 
Saſety ; and in à more particular manner, of 
thoſe ky are entruſted with the Government 
of: chis great City, as Patterns and Examples 
to the reſt of che . Ir concerns you, 
above all others, «t .to'wſe you utmeſt Pöwer 
and Authority, by che awe of Civil Juſtice, 


and the au of Legal Puniſhments, to 


difcontage 


d ſuppreſs the Diſturbers'of our 


oel 3 4 f Ade ſlander the King, and endea- 


vour to make him contempti e to his Peo- 
ple, chat fomem Diviftons, move Sedition, 


raiſe Commiorions. and by ſecret Obntrivan- 
ces, and o pen Attempts, tv to unhinge and 


overturn 18 Government. Fhere i is too much 


t reaſon to apprehendd that you! may have oc- 


caſion to &eteiſe yotir Ainhotity in theſe le- 
Vera - a „* gg ne 


Age, 


(6230 

Age, wherein great Numbers of Men, ſome 
from a ſenſe of their Guile, and to eſcape Pu 
niſhment, others out of Ambition, Diſcontent, 
and Revenge; and thotifands mote out of 
mere levity of Mind, thro” Deluſion, and 
hopes of bettering their Condition, conſpire 
to bring theſe Kingdoms into Confuſion arid 
Blood. And thongh each have their ſeveral 
private Views, yet the common Cry and Pre- 
rence is the Danger of the Church, and the 
National Religion, even while they are endea- 
vouring with all their Might to fet a Popiſh 
Pretender on the Throne. Tis juſt matter of 
Amazement, that Men can fo far impoſe upon 
others, or bring themſelves to believe a thing 
fo' contrary to the common Reaſonings of 
Mankind; and ar the ſame time disbelie ve 2 
Prince of known Goodneſs and Integrity, 
after the many ſolemn Aſſurances he hath gi. 
ven, and the Endeavours he hath hicherto- 
uſed, to do every thing that may tend to 
the advantage of the Church of England. 
But God forbid that it ſhonld be thought 
by the honeft well-meaning People of our 
Communion, that ſuch Men as thele what- 
5; | ever 
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ever they un can have any kind- 
2 E deſigns wi — the 1 — of The 
5 of England, which, hath always been 
deſervedly Ps, for Her Loyalty, both in 
Principles and practice, will not allow thoſe 
to be real Members of her Body, who de. 
ſpiſe Dominion and ſpe ak . evil of | Dignities , 
much leſs. thoſe Miſcreants, who "openly 
curſe their lawful Sovereign; and others, who 
ſwear Allegiance, to him, with no better de- 
ſign than to betray him, and undermine 
his Government. | 
And therefore it is to * pls chat the 
people of this Kingdom and City, eſpecial- 
ly ſuch. as underſtand the Conſtitution of our 
Excellenc Church, will no longer be cheated 
into a Belief, that a ſett of Seditious Men, 
who turn Religion into Rebellion, and Faith in- 
to, Faction, are any of her True Sons, or in. 
tend Her any good ; ſince thoſe, very Acts, 
which they would have us think are Expreſ. 
fions of Zeal for the Church of England, 
tend directly to promote the Intereſt of that 
of Rome. It would be the greateſt Miſchief 
oy ever 55 happen d to che Eſtabliſh d 


Church, 
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Church, were it generally believ'd, that by 
her Principles and Doctrine She gave the leaſt 
occaſion to theſe Men to aſſociate, and riſe 
up againſt the Beſt of Princes, in as N 
a Rebellion as ever was in the World. 

therefore there is very great need at this Grew 
gerous Juncture, to warn che People againſt 
avowed Enemies, ſo there never was more oc. 
caſion to caution them -againft *preteniled 
Friends; leſt they be tricked out of their Du- 
ty and Allegiance by falſe and ſham Pro- 
feſſions, and be tempted to bring an indelible 
Scandal upon their Religion. © But to return: 
3. To provide things honeſt in the ſight of 
men doth eminently conduce to the eftabliſh- 
ing a Man's Character, and procuring him x 
fair Repute in the World. Virtue, where- 
ever it is found, commands Reſpect and E- 
ſteem from all ſorts of Men, from the Good 
and Virtuous, "becauſe it is ſuitable to their 
Judgments and Humours; and from the de- 
generate and Vicious, becaule, however in 
Words they may deride and ſcoff at it, yet 
they cannot but reverence it in their Hearts. 
Wan this account it is, that a prudent and 
| exemplary 
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exemplary Converſation is frequently mentio- 


ned in Scripture as a proper means to raiſe 
our Credit and Eſteem, and to preſerve us 


from being deſpiled 3 Let not then your good be 


evil-ſpoken /; for the king dom f Gad is not meats 
and' drinks, but righteouſneſs, and peace, and joy 
in the Holy Ghoſt for be that in theſe. things 
ſerveth Chriſt, is acceptable to God, and approved 
of 'men, Rom. +4. 16, 17, 18. The ſame 
Apoſtle, where he gives it in charge to Timo. 
thy, that no man deſpiſe his youth, a thing 


which ſeems to be altogether out of a Man's 


power, preſently ſubjoins, be than an example 
to unbelievers in converſation; do nothing that 
may give occaſion. to others to have mean 
and deſpicable thoughts of thee, but make 
up by the, gravity of thy Deportment, what 
is wanting in thy Age. And ſor this reaſon 
he exhorts Tits to ſhew biumfelf a pattern. of good 
wor, that bg who is of the contrary part may be 
aſhamed, having no evil thing ta ſay of him, Tit. 
2. 71 Tho Honour be not in the perſon 


that receives it, but in him that gives it; yet 
if a Man, behave himſelf lo, that his Con- 
verſation is unblameable; if he be careful 


to 
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to do what is juſt and honeſt, and to a- 
void all falpicion and appearance of Evil, 
he takes the moſt effectual courſe to keep 
himſelf from Contempt, and to gain an ho- 
nourable Opinion among Men. Whereas a 
Man that misbehaves himſelf, muſt unavoid- 
ably be deſpiſed, and fink in their Eſteem. 
For, as a good Divine well obſerves, There 
are things that are deſpicable, and there are things 
that are honourable ; and as it is in things, ſo it is 
in perſons ;, there is that which is below r State 
and Dignity of ſuch or ſuch a per ſon; and if he 
doth it, it is anbecoming him, and he will be neg- 
lected and undervalued for it. 

Wherefore, in point of Intereſt, for his 
own ſake, to preſerve himſelf from being 
deſpiſed, and to gain a fair repute in the 
World, it is neceſſary that a Man obſerve this: 
Apoſtolical Rule of providing things honeſt in the 
abt of all men, Next to a good Conſcience, 

a good Reputation is chiefly. to be regarded, 
being, as Solomon ſaith, rather to be choſen than 
great riches; and loving favour rather than ſilber 
or gold, Prov. 22. 1. For what are Riches, 
K's all other Wotldly Enjoyments, to one 

11 D 2 that 
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that hath loſt his Reputation, and labours un- 


der an infamous Character? A Man of a ge- 
nerous Diſpoſition would chuſe rather, with 
St. Paul, to part with Life it ſelf, than with his 
good Name; It were better for me to die, than 


that any ſhould make my glorying void, 1 Cor. 


v5. 

b Now none are more concerned to endea- 
vour after a good Name, and ſeek the Eſteem 
of others, than thoſe who are engaged in 
publick Employments, becauſe it is no where 
of greater importance. It gives them favour 
and reſpect in the eyes of the People; firſt 
recommends their Perſons, and then their Dif- 
courſes and Actions. It adds ſtrength and vi- 
gour to the Laws, and is a principal inſtru- 
ment of doing good. When a perſon in a 
publick Station, by his Wiſdom, Integrity, 
and impartial execution of Juſtice, hach made 
himſelf honourable in the Opinion and Eſti- 
mation of Men, there is ſo peculiar a Grace 
and Authority in all he ſays or does, as natu- 
rally commands their Aſſent, and allures them: 
to Obedience, even in things which ſeem to 
be againſt the bent and inclination of humane 
N 8 2 Ul Nature. 
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Nature: Whereas, on the other fide; without 
this, all his Speeches and Actions muſt be in- 
effectual. If his Credit runs low, and the Opi- 
nion of the Wolle be againſt him: there will 
be but little efficacy in the one or the other, to 
do any conſiderable Service either to God or 
Man. It is neceſſary then that a Man in a 
publick Employment ſhould endeavour after 
publick Fame, by demeaning himſelf ſo as to 
be reverenced by the People over whom he is 
placed ; becauſe workin oy it is not to be ex- 
pected chat they ſhould have any regard to 
his Counſels or Reproofs; for, as the wiſe 
Son of Sirach obſer ves, Praiſe i is not ſeemly-i in 
the mouth of a ſmner, Eccleſ. 15. 9. 
I have now done with the two general 
Heads I propoſed ; it remains that I add a few || 
Words by way of Application. You Have 
heard of what great conſequence i it is, that we 
ſhould provide things honeſt in the ſight of all 
men, both with regard to God and Man. And 
therefore if we have any tenderneſs for the Glo- 
ry of God, and the Honour of his Religion; 
any concern for our own Intereſt and Reputa- 
tion, we ſhould in all places, and upon all 
N carefully diſcharge that part of our 
N Dutv 


= a - — — —— — - 
— — — — — 


(30) 
Duty which is publick and viſible. For 
otherwiſe our Goodneſs and Virtue cannot 
have its due influence, Though a Man have 
never ſo great an inward affection for Religi- 
on, and es never ſo much Veneration tor 


It, yet if it doth not ſhine ſorth in his Acti- 
ons, and expreſs it ſelf in his outward Beha- 
viour, he will do it but little Credit, and win 
few or none over to the love of it. A ſecret 


inviſible Piety may ſatisfie a Man's ſelf, bur 


cannot convince another of the Integrity of 
his Heart; it may recommend him to his own, 
but not another Man's Conſcience. The only 
way: for him to give evidence to the World 
that he believes himſelf, and that he hath a juſt 
value for Religion, is to appeal to the eyes 
and obſervation of Men, by avowing it in 
an open and , viſible Practice. Wherefore 
that we may bring Glory to God, and re- 
cammend Religion to thoſe who are to be 
beneficed by it, we muſt demonſtrate the 
Power and E of. it in the conſtant te- 
nour of a good Life, And ſince an honoura- 
ble Name is fo deſireable a thing, ic ſhould 
be the great Care of every one of us (next to 


che Care of our Souls) as far as it is in our 
Xun. | 


power, 
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power, to keep it unſtained while we live, and 
to leave our Memories precious after Death. 
And the moſt effectual means, as I have ſhew- 
ed, is to provide things honeſt in the ſight of all 

men, doing juſtly, and behaving our ſelves 
decently in our ſeveral Stations. 15 
The things we are now doing in this Na- 
tion, I need not fear to ſay, are neither Ho. 
neſt nor Honourable in the fight of God or Men; 
but the Reverſe of what, as good Chriſtians, 
and good Subjects, we ought to do; and the 
juſt Abhorrence of all true Lovers of their 
Country, and of che Proteſtant Religion. Some 
are in actual Rebellion againſt a moſt gracious 
Prince, whom God and the Laws have et 
over us; and others plotting and combining 
to carry us back into gt, to the Briek- 
kilns and Iron Furnaces; to Abſolute Slavery 

of Body and Mind. | 
What the final Iſſue of theſe things will be, 
God only knows; but thus much we may be 
certain of, that if God, for the Puniſhment of 
our Sins, ſhould ſuffer theſe Enemies of our 
Church and Nation to prevail againſt Us and 
our King, nothing can enſue but Confuſion: 
and Miſery, and all the diſmal effects of Popſh- 
| 1 , Revenge. 


"ITS 8 But! mcuſt i in God the ſame Al- 
mighty Hand which hath ſo often delivered 
us, and doth deliver us, will ſtill deliver us, 
and preſerye our Religion and Liberties, ei- 
* ther by ande the Devices, and deſeat- 
Ing the Attempts of our Enemies, or making 
them to be at peace with us. 

What becomes us upon i the whole matter is, 
as Salomon adviſech his Son, To fear the Lord, and 
the King, and not meddle with them that are given 
to change; to beware of all the plauſible Pretences 
and Witchcrafts of Rebellion, and ſtedfaſtly 
reſolve upon a conſtant and dutiful Obedience 
to His Melly, who now reigns. And ſince 
it is not the Affection and Loyalty of Men, 
but the Favour and Goodneſs of God, that 
ſupports the Throne, we are to offer up con- 
tinually our Prayers to Almighty God, to pro- 
rect and defend his Sacred Perſon . Royal 
Progeny from open Violence and ſecret Con- 
fpiracies, that no Weapon formed againſt them 
may ever proſper, that they may out. live the 
treacherous Practices and undeſerved Malice of 
their Enemies, and be laſting Bleſſings to W 
Nations. Now to. God the Father, &c. 
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